
CHILDREN’S SPEECH SOUNDS
4 Stages of English Speech Sound Acquisition (Consonants) 

2 - 3 YEAR OLDS
P, B, M, D, N, H,
T, K, G, W, NG,

*F, Y
Studies show F is

also produced at the
4-year stage.

4 YEAR OLDS 5 YEAR OLDS 5-6 YEAR OLDS

Average age children learn to pronounce English consonants correctly (Based on 15 English speech acquisition studies compiled
by McLeod and Crowe, 2018) McLeod, S. & Crowe, K. (2018). Children’s consonant acquisition in 27 languages: 
A cross-linguistic review. American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology. doi:10.1044/2018_AJSLP-17-0100. 

Available from: https://ajslp.pubs.asha.org/article.aspx?articleid=2701897

L, *J, CH, S, V,
SH, Z

*as in judge (voiced
affricate)

R, *DGE, 
*as in beige (voiced

fricative)

TH 
(Voiceless & Voiced)
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